ALFRED NOBEL THE MAN
kind letter, and assuring you of my affection and my very special
regard."
It was characteristic of Nobel that this confession of faith should
have been made in connection with, a gift, for to him religion
without deeds was no religion. Religion and love of mankind
were for him as closely intertwined as was conceivably possible;
religion that did not express itself in deeds was revolting to him,
and his opinion of Christian ethics was as high as his opinion of
Christian dogma was low. " If only you could understand/' he
wrote in a German letter, " that one can help a human being
without any ulterior motive! ,Amongst the Israelites this sug-
gested itself to only one person, Christ, and so strange was the
idea that he was awarded the diploma of divinity."
Nobel was exceedingly generous in helping people, and a vast
number of begging letters and letters of thanks are to be found in
his correspondence. They are in every conceivable language,
Swedish, Norwegian, Russian, German, English, French and
Italian; they throw a particularly illurainating light upon the
life of the Swedish colony in Paris. They reveal that Nobel did
not help with money only, but also with advice, and not least with
personal friendship. Particularly touching are certain letters from
a poor Swedish girl, who had had a very bad time in Paris, but had
in the end obtained a position as an assistant in a chemist's shop.
She is not asking Nobel for money, on the contrary, she says that
she is managing quite well; she writes to him as to an old uncle,
about all her interests, and her views on life. Other Swedes had
been harsh and unfriendly to her, but not NobeL
" If you come this way, to the Rue de Rivoli, Herr Nobel, do say
good morning to me. It would give me such pleasure to see you
once again." Nobel did come to her chemist's shop, as she had
asked him to do; she wrote to him afterwards saying: " I thought
that I should never see you again, Herr Nobel, and was so glad
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